


Town of Wilmington
   Planning Board Meeting Minutes          October 7, 2025


Present:

  Tony Nickinello            Board Member
  Pat Winch        	  Board Member
  Randy Winch		  Board Member
  Jerry Bottcher              Board Alternate
  Carol Wiebe		  Board Alternate
Doug Nemec	Codes Enforcement Officer
Mindy Goddeau 	Secretary



Public: 	Jared Lusk	Tim Preston	Mary Minogue		Walt Chernoshky	Will Brooking
		Ralph Schissler		Sam Haselton		Jim Grant	Doug Smith	Jared Smith
		Sarah Adams	Andrew Sugar	   Hanna Cromie	Stephanie Gates	Barb Funk
		Gail Mitchell	Laurel Riehs	Tim Follos	Laura Hooker	Marie McMahon	
		Steve Riehs	Michelle Preston	Keith Mandernach
Online:
		
		

Meeting Called to order at 6:00pm

Public Hearing 

1. The public hearing for the O’Neil 2-lot subdivision was opened at 6:00pm. A neighbor wrote a letter just wanting to verify septic systems and lines. Doug is going to answer the neighbor. A question was asked on how it would be zoned. It was answered residential. The entrance to the second property will be on Bruce Hare Was and the existing driveway will be used. The septic will be in the front of the property. The public hearing was closed at 6:09pm on a motion from Jerry Bottcher and seconded by Randy Winch with all members in favor.


 Regular Board Meeting
On a motion from Jerry Bottcher and seconded by Pat Winch with all members in favor the minutes from the September 2nd  board meeting were accepted.

New Business

1. O’Neil 2- lot subdivision: On a motion from Jerry Bottcher and seconded by Randy Winch with all members in favor the motion passes contingent on APA approval.




Unfinished Business
1. Verizon Tower Project:  Tony Nickinello had the following comments-
· The footings and the foundation are below the ground so if they ever take the tower out those two things will be left. He would like to add the condition of approval that all is removed and it’s restored to original.
· Original agreement is 5 years and then 4 years and a 5 year extension. Is it going to be there longer than that. Jared stated that the longest one has been up 49 years. They have only ever taken one tower down and it’s because it was built on the wrong spot.
· Jared also stated to Tony that the footer has not been designed yet and won’t be until all the approvals have been finalized.
· The road access is a 30ft access easement with a 12ft wide road in order to access the utilities and Verizon stated they will minimize the cutting of trees but are asking for 30ft so they have lea way.
· Is there any screening in the chain link fence around the equipment to hide it? There currently isn’t but the monopole is hidden amongst the trees. The neighbors won’t be able to see it, it would just be the visual from the road they are concerned about.
 	Randy commented just to clarify that there are a total of 21 trees being removed. This is correct. He stated that there is an old road there not but Verizon stated it’s not in great shape which is why they aren’t using it.
	Jerry wanted to know the diameter of the clearing, which is 60 x 40 and is fenced in. The clearing will be just to the outside of the fence. The fence should not be visible from the road. Verizon’s equipment will 95ft from the edge of the road and will be surrounded by trees. The monopine will be 115ft with the actual tower portion being 105ft. The surrounding trees are 60-70ft.
	The board wanted to know if the town knew that Verizon was in the market for a new tower. Jared stated that they did a search area 3 years prior to putting in an application and they reached out to the people within the search ring.
	Laurel Reihs wanted to know how wide the pole need to be above the tree line. The tower is generally 3ft wide, it’s the same design as a pole that holds a stop light. The tower will not be lit and there is no noise other than the fan in the cooling cabinet and an emergency generator which will be in a double lined cabinet. 
	Sarah Adamss asked would the land owners have the option of keeping the tower if Verizon were to pull out and they stated that yes that is possible.
	A stipulation was put in by the board that if Verizon ever did decide to pull out that they would have to notify town in case there are any emergency services or other antenna’s on the tower. This would also have to be contingent on APA approval and zoning approval. On a motion by Pat Winch and seconded by Randy Winch 

with Tony in favor and Carol abstained the motion passes.
Public Comment

Marie McMahon just wondered if there is a time frame where this new tower may get overloaded like the current ones. According to Verizon there is not a time frame and they hope that it doesn’t happen

  Motion to adjourn made at 6:57pm by Pat Winch, Seconded by Randy Winch– All in Favor

Minutes Submitted by Mindy Goddeau


