                                                          End of Month Meeting
                                              of the Town of Wilmington Town Board,
                                       August 26, 2026          Community Center  6:00 PM
To view the meeting remotely please go to https://meet.goto.com/townofwilmington 
 OR to call in, dial 1-408-650-3123 Access code:377-399-733.

Attending Officers

Tim Follos- Supervisor                                            Laura Hooker – Deputy Supervisor
Darin Forbes - Board Member                                Randy Winch - Board Member
Hanna Cromie – Board Member                             Patricia Winch – 2nd Deputy Town Clerk
    
 The meeting was called to order at 6:00. Nine residents were signed in.

Guests:
Lucy Miraski director of the Summer Youth Program reported the program went very well; the average attendance was fifteen children. There were three councilors, the largest attendance was twenty children.

 The program needs volunteers for field trips next year. Lucy also suggested that the program hours should be changed from 9-3 to 8:30-3:30. Lucy said we will need three councilors next year and running the program July 6 - Aug. 9 Monday through Thursday. 

There was a discussion about the Lifeguards, the town may cover the certification fee.

Connie Prickett spoke for Beta, she gave an update on the upcoming Hardy Kids Race, and the trail work that is being done. She thanked Whitebrook Dairy Bar for giving the kids free ice cream cones.
She also suggested that since we have the best mountain bike trails in the Adirondacks that maybe the youth program could get  insurance so the program can utilize the trails.

Michelle Clement spoke for Roost on the new branding for the Town. They will be creating a committee for this project. Roost created Jay’s new brand. They are hoping to have the first meeting in September and have a final product by the end of winter.

Discussions
 
Michael Cashman will be visiting our town beach. Supervisor Follos will show him our need to have our river dredged.

Randy Winch will be picking up the New sign for the Town Hall; the sign was made by Laura Walker. 

The Beach will be open this weekend. The town received $4000.dollars in revenue from boat rentals this year. 

The culvert replacement on John Bliss road is starting. the culvert is six-times bigger than the existing one, this project is being paid for with a grant that was obtained by the AuSable River Association on behalf of the Town.

There are two individuals who have submitted applications for the assessor position.

The Town surveys have been mailed.
The Board also had a discussion on the problems the Town is facing with no Dog Control Officer. Town residents also voiced their concern over the ongoing problems with dogs.


Supervisor Follos presented Local Law 5 and informed the board that the land use attorney saw no problems with the law, it was also stated that a SEQRA is not needed since only fees were being changed in the zoning ordinance.

Resolution 154-2026

Resolved to set the Public Hearing for this Local Law 5 for September 8,2026 at 6pm in the Wilmington Community center, the regular meeting we follow immediately after the Public Hearing. Copies of this law will be available in the Town Clerk’s Office.


Moved by Tim Follos   Seconded by Laura Hooker

HANNA CROMIE: Yes
TIM FOLLOS: Yes
DARIN FORBES: Yes
LAURA HOOKER: Yes
RANDY WINCH: Yes               Carried 5-0


                             Local Law #5 of the year 2026
A Local Law to Amend the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Wilmington


Be it enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Wilmington as follows: 

§1. Authority.

This local law is enacted under the authority granted by the General Municipal Home Rule law of the State of New York.

§2. Legislative Intent.

In 2013, the town board of the Town of Wilmington, New York, adopted the town’s current municipal zoning ordinance. In the years since the adoption of that ordinance there have been developments in land use generally, with an increase in land development and building permits specifically, which were not anticipated by the town board when the town’s current municipal zoning ordinance was adopted. 
The town board recognizes the impact that future developments may have on the quality of life and economic well-being of adjacent and nearby property owners specifically, as well as on the residents and the positive economic development of the township generally. 
The town board also recognizes the impact that future developments may have upon existing land uses, public services, traffic, and the mutually supportive objectives of natural resource protection and economic development identified in the town’s Comprehensive Plan. 
In accordance with the foregoing, the town board of the Town of Wilmington, New York, finds that the following amendments to the town’s zoning ordinance will improve the regulation of land use within the Town of Wilmington, thereby protecting and improving the general welfare of the citizens of the Town of Wilmington. 

§3. Article X of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Wilmington is hereby amended

Subsection 3 of Section E (“Public Hearing on Special Use Permit”) of Article X of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Wilmington shall be repealed and replaced with the following:

Such notice of hearing shall also be mailed directly by the Town to all land owners within a 600’ radius at least fifteen (15) days prior to the hearing date. In addition, a sign notifying the public of the hearing shall be posted at the site of the proposed project at least 15 days prior to the hearing date. The cost of these notices shall be borne by the applicant and shall be paid to the Town prior to the hearing.
The Town’s land-use board may, by majority vote, agree to expand the “notice radius” to a distance of not more than 1000’.

§4. Article XI of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Wilmington is hereby amended

Subsection B of the section titled “Hearing on Appeal” of Article XI of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Wilmington shall be repealed and replaced with the following:

Such notice of hearing shall also be mailed directly by the Town to all land owners within a 600’ radius at least fifteen (15) days prior to the hearing date. In addition, a sign notifying the public of the hearing shall be posted at the site of the proposed project at least 15 days prior to the hearing date. The cost of these notices shall be borne by the applicant and shall be paid to the Town prior to the hearing.
The Town’s land-use board may, by majority vote, agree to expand the “notice radius” to a distance of not more than 1000’.

§5. Article XIV of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Wilmington is hereby amended

Subsection B(1) of the section titled “Fines; Penalties for Offenses” of Article XIV of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Wilmington shall be repealed and replaced with the following:

(1) Criminal sanctions
Criminal sanctions are as follows:
(a) First offense: Fine of $500, or six months imprisonment, or both.
(b) Second offense: Fine of $1000, or up to six months’ imprisonment, or both.
(c) Third offense and subsequent offenses (if committed within five years of the first offense): fine of not less $2,000, or up to six months imprisonment, or both.

§6. Intent to Supersede   

The Town Board hereby declares its legislative intent to supersede any provision of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Wilmington, New York, that is inconsistent with the amendments adopted hereby. 

If any local laws, or parts of any local laws, are inconsistent with any of the provisions of this local law, this local law shall control.  

The Town’s forms, rules, and regulations shall, to the extent necessary, be updated to reflect this local law.

To the extent any provision of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Wilmington, New York, is inconsistent with this local law, this local law shall control.

§7. Effective Date. 

The Town of Wilmington Zoning Ordinance, as amended hereby, shall take effect immediately upon its filing in the office of the Secretary of State of the State of New York.
Resolution 155-2026
A RESOLUTION URGING NEW YORK STATE TO PROVIDE EQUITABLE AND SUSTAINABLE FUNDING FOR THE AUSABLE VALLEY CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Wilmington recognizes that a strong public education system is essential to the future success of our children, the vitality of our communities, and the long-term economic health of our region; and 

WHEREAS, the AuSable Valley Central School District serves students throughout a large rural geographic area, including residents of the Town of Wilmington, while facing increasing costs associated with employee benefits, transportation, utilities, contractual services, and other operational expenses; and 

WHEREAS, despite responsible financial planning by the Board of Education and District administration, the District has recently experienced financial challenges that required reductions to its proposed budget before it was ultimately approved by the voters; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board recognizes that rural school districts face unique challenges, including declining enrollment, large transportation routes, aging infrastructure, and limited opportunities to generate additional local revenue while continuing to provide quality educational opportunities for students; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board believes that New York State should provide funding that more accurately reflects the actual cost of educating students in rural communities and reduce the growing burden placed upon local property taxpayers. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Wilmington respectfully urges the Governor of the State of New York, the New York State Legislature, and the New York State Education Department to review and strengthen the State’s school aid formulas, including Foundation Aid, to provide fair, equitable, and sustainable funding for rural school districts such as the AuSable Valley Central School District; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board respectfully requests that New York State increase its investment in public education so rural school districts are able to maintain educational opportunities, extracurricular programs, and essential student services without placing an excessive financial burden on local taxpayers; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk is hereby directed to forward certified copies of this Resolution to Governor Kathy Hochul, Senator Dan Stec, Assemblyman Michael Cashman, the New York State Education Department, the New York State School Boards Association, and anyone else she deems appropriate.  
Moved by Randy Winch    Unanimous second
Town Hall Forum: A Forum was scheduled for September 22, at 6pm in the Community Center. Darin Forbes voiced his disapproval of having this so close to Election Day. The rest of the board argued that the last Forum was a great success, it was an opportunity for everyone to have their thoughts and concerns heard.
Public Comment
Cliff Holzer said there should be control over who fills out the surveys.
It was stated that Sasha and/or Dawn would compile the results.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:36.
Respectfully Submitted ,6
Patricia Winch
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