
Agenda of the October Regular Monthly Meeting of the Wilmington Town Board 
Tuesday, October 13, 6 p.m. 

 
1. Announcements & Reports 
— Homestead Housing 
— Logo 
— Comprehensive Plan 
— Speeding 
— Planning Board work session (Oct. 21) 
— Town Assessor ballot line 
— Money from Essex County for Capital Improvements 
— Money from Essex County for Senior Bus 
 

2. Discussion / resolution: Shirley Lawrence Lane 
 

3. Discussion: 2027 Budget 
 

4. Discussion: Community Priorities Survey 
 

5. Discussion / resolution: Transferring funds to Capital Improvement Reserve Fund 
 

6. Discussion: Local Law 7 of the Year 2026 A Local Law Amending the Regulation of Short-Term 
Rentals in the Town of Wilmington 

— Resolution: Designating the Wilmington town board the lead agency for State 
Environmental Quality Review Act purposes for Local Law 7 

 

7. Discussion: Increasing the Senior Citizens’ Property Tax Exemption 
 

8. Fireworks 
 

9. Expenses & transfers 
 

10. Public comments 
 

11. Executive session to discuss appointments 
 

12. Discussion / resolution: Comprehensive Plan Working Group appointments 

 
Please note: This agenda is in draft form and may change.



RESOLUTION ______ OF 2026: A Resolution Creating Shirley Lawrence Lane 
​

WHEREAS, Shirley Lawrence worked as an accountant for the town of Wilmington for three 
decades, beginning when the town’s offices were in the “Old Town Hall” building and continuing 
long after the town’s offices moved into the first floor of the present Community Center building, 
where Shirley continued to welcome the community with a sincere smile, kindness, affection, and 
good humor; and 
​

WHEREAS, Shirley Lawrence was a beloved pillar of our community and an exemplary town 
employee who passed away in March of 2025; and 
​

WHEREAS, the town board of the Town of Wilmington, New York, does hereby express its 
gratitude for Shirley’s many efforts for the people of Wilmington; and  
​

WHEREAS, the town board of the Town of Wilmington has received a request from Shirley’s son 
Dewey to recognize her contributions to our community in the following manner; therefore 
​

IT IS RESOLVED, on motion by _____________________, and seconded by 
_____________________, on October 13, 2026, the Town Council of the Town of Wilmington, 
New York, approved the naming of the private road through which residents and visitors access the 
Town Offices of the Town of Wilmington “Shirley Lawrence Lane;” and 
​

IT IS RESOLVED that the private drive now known as “Community Circle” shall be officially 
renamed “Shirley Lawrence Lane” on May 1, 2027; and  
​

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be added to the permanent minutes of the 
Town Board of the Town of Wilmington, New York, and that copies of this resolution shall be sent to 
the family of Shirley Lawrence. 
​

The above-described resolution carried by the following roll-call vote:​
​
CROMIE:​
​
FOLLOS:​
​
FORBES:​
​
HOOKER:​
 
WINCH:  



RESOLUTION ______ OF 2026: A Resolution Creating a Capital Improvement Fund 
​
WHEREAS the Town of Wilmington has received $117,520.19 from the County of Essex for the 
purpose of capital improvements; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED that the town board hereby directs the town’s Account 
Clerk to create a “Capital Improvement” NYCLASS reserve fund and transfer the above described 
funds into the newly created Capital Improvement reserve fund.  



Resolution _______-2026  
 
WHEREAS the Town Council of the Town of Wilmington, New York, has 
received Local Law #7 of the year 2026: A Local Law Amending the Regulation of 
Short-Term Rentals in the Town of Wilmington; and 
 

WHEREAS Local Law #7 of the year 2026 requires review under the New York 
State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), per 6 NYCRR Part 617; and 
 

WHEREAS 6 NYCRR Part 617.2(u) defines “Lead Agency” as “an involved 
agency principally responsible for undertaking funding or approving an action, and 
therefore responsible for determining whether an environmental impact statement is 
required in connection with the action, and for the preparation and filing of the 
statement if one is required”; 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Council of the Town of Wilmington, New York, 
hereby declares its intent to serve as the Lead Agency with regard to Local Law #7 
of the year 2026 under the requirements of the State Environmental Quality Review 
Act; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Council of the Town of 
Wilmington, New York, hereby declares Local Law #7 of the year 2026 a Type 1 
Action for the purposes of the State Environmental Quality Review Act.



Local Law 7 of the Year 2026 
A Local Law Amending the Regulation of Short-Term Rentals in the Town of Wilmington 

​
Be it enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Wilmington as follows:​
​
Section 1. Legislative Intent. ​
The Town Council (hereinafter “town board”) has recognized that it would be beneficial for the 
Town to control and regulate the use of short-term rentals within the Town of Wilmington. These 
amendments to the Town of Wilmington’s Zoning Ordinance are intended, by placing amended 
limits on the number of short-term rentals allowed at any given time in the Town, to preserve and 
protect the health, character, safety, and general welfare of the residential neighborhoods and rural 
areas where short-term rentals are operated, and to mitigate the adverse effects of short-term rentals 
on the community.  They are also intended to allow for temporary or intermittent relief from the 
limits on the number of short-term rentals provided herein to residents of the Town of Wilmington 
to avoid economic impacts on those property owners based upon unique circumstances.​
​
Section 2. Definitions. 
​The Town’s existing definition of “Short-Term Rental​” ​(“A dwelling unit that is rented, in whole or 
in part, to any person or entity for a period of ​less than 30 consecutive nights, including any 
residential building​ or apartment, single- or two​-family dwelling, condominium, townhouse, guest 
house,​ cottage, cabin, or accessory dwelling which is rented as a living quarters for any period of less​ 
than 30 consecutive nights. This definition excludes hotels, bed and breakfast​ establishments, 
boarding houses, and school and non-profit dormitories​; also excluded are​ owner​​-​occupied homes​. 
…”) shall remain in place. ​
 

In addition, the following definitions shall be added to the town’s Short-Term Rental Law: 
 

Hosted short-term rental: An accessory dwelling unit, as defined in the Zoning 
Ordinance of the Town of Wilmington, that is:  
a) Operated as a short-term rental, and; 
b) Located on a property that is the primary residence of an owner of the property, at 
which an owner of the property resides for at least 184 days per calendar year.  
Applicants for Hosted short-term rental permits shall provide a sworn statement that 
the applicant resides at the property for at least 184 days per calendar year and 
satisfactory evidence, such as a driver’s license, that the property is the applicant’s 
primary residence.  
 

Unhosted short-term rental: All other short-term rentals in the Town of Wilmington. 
 
Section 3. Amending Article VI (8) of Town’s STR Regulations 



Article VI(8) of the Town of Wilmington’s Local Law Regulating Short-Term Rentals is hereby 
amended to read as follows:  
The following limits and exceptions shall apply to short-term rentals:  

a)​ There shall be a limit of 100 unhosted short-term rental permits and 50 hosted short-term 
rental permits issued and in effect at any given time by the Town of Wilmington.   

b)​ This restriction shall not apply to timely renewals of existing permits or exemptions as 
provided herein.  

c)​ Exemptions to the limits of  short-term rental permits authorized by subparagraphs a and b 
above may be granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals upon a showing of special 
circumstances by the applicant. Any exemptions so granted shall only be granted after a public 
hearing.   

d)​ Special circumstances for an exemption from the limits provided in subparagraphs a and b 
above may only be found to exist where an applicant demonstrates a unique short-term or 
intermittent (i.e., seasonal) need for a short-term rental permit.  

e)​ Special conditions may be imposed as part of the grant of an exemption to the limits provided 
in subparagraphs a and b above, including but not limited to: by limiting the duration of any 
permits so issued, and/or by requiring the periodic renewal of any permits so issued by the 
Zoning Board of Appeals after a subsequent demonstration of continuing special 
circumstances and a public hearing. 

​
Section 4. ​
The terms of this Local Law shall supersede any other ordinances or Local Laws in the Town of 
Wilmington to the extent applicable.​
​
Section 5. ​
This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing in the Office of the New York Secretary of 
State. 
 


